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Architectural Survey File
This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Myersville vicinity
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and/or common

2. Location
street & number

2812A Monument Road
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3. Classification
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_park
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_
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Myers et al
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5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

Frederick County Courthouse

street & number

100 W. Patrick Street

city, town

Frederick

6. Representation in Existing
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Md. 21701
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Check one

_x__ original site
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date of move

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

C'ONIRIBurING RESOURCE C'OUNI':

4

'Ihe Smith-Bowlus House is a two-story frame dwelling Wilt between 1862 and 1865
on the north side of Monument Road about 1/4 mile west of Myersville, Frederick
County, Maryland.
'Ihe four-bay south elevation has two entrances and the exterior
is covered with white-painted gerrnan siding. A small frame summer kitchen, also
covered with gerrnan siding, a frame chicken house, and a sma.11 frame barn are also
included in the property and are probably of the same period as the house.
'Ihe rectangular plan dwelling's main elevation facing south has the two
entrances in the inner bays, as was typical of German houses in the 19th century.
'Ihere is no evidence of a porch on the south elevation, but a modern concrete
platform is in place on the south elevation. 'Ihe doors have four raised panels and
plain transoms.
'Ihe windows are 2/2. The gable roof is standing seam metal and an
exterior brick chimney, a modern addition, is located on the west gable end. The
east and west elevations have two bays each and a third entrance is located on the
east elevation near the northeast corner. This doorway has a paneled door with a
glazed upper section. The east gable end has a scroll-sawn ba.rgeboard ornament near
the gable peak.
'Ihe north elevation has three bays, each with 2/2 sash, except in
the northwest bay where the opening has been made smaller and filled with a modern
window, undoubtedly an indication of a bathroom addition to the interior. The
interior was inaccessible for this survey.
Surnner kitchen:
The small frame summer kitchen was probably built at the same time
as the house.
It is located immediately northeast of the house. It has gerrnan
siding and an exterior brick chimney on the north elevation.
A door at the
southwest corner is tongue-and-groove and a second door on the south elevation near
the southwest corner is paneled with a glazed upper section. 'Ihe sash is 2/2 and
single windows are located in each elevation. The surrrrner kitchen is scheduled for
enlargement with a shed addition on the south elevation and a connecting link to the
house at the west elevation, with the interior to be used for a family room, mud
room, and storage. The plans for the exterior siding and windows are not known.
Chicken house:
The frame chicken house is a rectangular structure located west of
the house.
It has a stone and concrete foundation which is integral to a stone
retaining wall against the slope to the north. The building has vertical l::x:>ard and
tongue-and-grcxNe siding and a corrugated metal gable roof. At the southeast and
southwest corners are tongue-and-groove doors. Rectangular windows are located in
the center of the south elevation.
Marks on the west elevation and foundation
stones indicate the chicken house once had an adjoining shed roofed structure.
Barn:
The small frame barn is located west of the chicken house. It has vertical
siding and a metal roof. 'Ihe small stall section is oriented east and west with two
doors in the east elevation giving access to a feeding aisle. Behind the stalls in
the west part of the barn is an open shed with a doorway on the south elevation.
'Ihe north end of the barn has a drive-through passage flanked on the north by a
granary enclosure. The barn has several openings cut through the vertical siding on
the east and west elevations. It is currently used for storage.
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Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

'Ihe
Smith-Bowlus
House
is an excellent representative of the exterior
architecture of a typical vernacular dwelling based in the German building tradition
of the mid-19th century. Built between 1862 and 1865 by John Smith, it was sold in
1865 to Joseph Bowlus.
'Ihe original tract was only 13 acres, indicating it was a
subsistence farm, one operated principally for a private residence rather than the
prime source of income.
'Ihe architecture of the house and the summer kitchen
reflect the means of the occupants, solid, traditional, not pretentious. 'Ihe Frog
Hollow school was fonnerly located about 50 yards east on the south side of Monument
Road during the period the house was built and Williams and McKinsey's History of
Frederick County (1910) mentions a teacher named Josiah Bowlus active in Myersville
in about the 1860's and 1870's.
It is possible that the house was built as an
J..ncentive to retain the services of a teacher for the Frog HollOVJ School.
'Ihe
principal
feature
of the Smith-Bowlus House's significance is its
integrity.
'Ihe lack of modern additions gives a very strong feeling of the mid-19th
century to the appearance of the structure and the apparently original siding, ma.in
doors, and windOVJs are also highly reflective of the period. Its interior features
should be documented to further define the architectural theme and level of
significance.
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